GF teache ‘Mr O’ gave life to 1earmng

= English teacher
Melvin Olauson

dies at age 42
By Mike Brue '
and Sally
Herald Staff Writers

To hig English students at Grand.
Forks Cammunity High Schml. he
was “Mr, 0"

Straightforward and honest with
students, but compassionate. A guy
who could joke with students just
as easily as he could lay it on the
line, often while holdinga cupof
coffee in one hand. Mr, O gave his
students nicknames, such as “Big

-

iR " English taa ar atﬁrand Farks
mﬂ- mﬂgﬁ,’:}rﬁﬁ %:’,‘éﬂn Community. High and Grand
and good writing, Forks Cent it High 5;_111:0:5.-
“The guy you hate to love,” stu-  ,i016 venug — an alternative
g"'-'“_l D‘#'”' "E'Eﬂtf"" Griggssaid - ooh00] for students searching for
uring his graduation speechin g, 055 i a pn-traditional setting.
May, but you really love to hate. Olauson hard to provide
Noone la hgrder when them with a colleagues and

Griges said it, he recalled Thurs- students say.

day, than Mel Olauson. ; “A very cafing teacher, he
Melvin D. Olauson, 42, of 11 worked very well with our kind of

Chestnut St., died Wednesday, July student and ed to them very

5,1005, in United Hospital, Grand  well,” gaid David Godfread, Com-
Forks, j . - munity pri = :

-~ (lauson also taught English at Perry . a Commu-
Grand Forks Central High School.  nity tﬂmr. Olauson “was al-
But.Community High School wasa  ways looking hr newer things or

hetterwna'stn help studerits learn
and excel” For example, Nako-
nechney recalled. Dlauson made
extra effort fo learn about the
school's compuler hardware and
software in order (o help his stu-

dents use it to their utmosl. Other

teachers even sought his advice
about pnmputem he said.
Community counselor Marilyn
Korbach called Olauson “abso-
lutely one of the neatest persnns
I've ever met." She added, “When-
ever you went into Mel's class-

room, it was alive™

Nathan Nordstrom ngrm‘“His
classes were the loudest, the most
laughing,” recalled Norstrom, who

was a student at both Central and ;
. Community]

Olauson had *kind of a erary

& i ;ufhunmr Acted a little

{oiega, but you knew he cared,”
Nordstrom said. And “he gave me
the freedom to learn on my own.”
Griggs recalled how he “just. -
clicked” with (lauson when they
talked about authors such as Ed-
gar Allan Poe or William Shake-
speare. It made Griggs more will-
ing to read the works of more au-

thors, and learn about them, too, - ;

he said.

Mr. O wai“une'ul‘tlm best

{teachers) I had, 'cause for me p'er :
sonally, he came down ta my level -
.Tonly had one or -

loteach me. . .
twéﬂmeswﬂhiqm.hutduring

] Lhelimeldiﬂ.mr&a]i}r-—ldun't

school there in 1971, Hem*adunl.ed
from Valley City State College in

know — had the closest relation-
1977 and taught in Tolna, N.D., for

ship a student and teacher could

- have. It was more like a friend- two years. He worked as an insur-
ship.” : mmaﬂ;;:u Fargo w
Colleagues said Olauson also was ~ Forks, after moving to
a dedicated family man with close  Forks in 1884. He was an English
ties to Immanual Lutheran ~~ leacher at Central High School
. Church. Olauson, who was chair- and Community High School for
" man of the church's Christian Edu-  five years. He was working on a
cation Committee, “was concerned post-graduate degree at UND and
- ‘about the spirimu]gmmhorah - had served in the North Dakota
" families,” said Robert Drees, con-  National Guard for nine years,
- gregation president. i where he had reached the rank of

captain. He married Audrey Quan-

To Olauson, his own family's pri- — Cler 2 0rh 23 1077 in MeVille,

W l’. mnm'lsl k! g N "

d-:um mhu "'-"Dr mmﬁ m".ﬂ‘. he told the She survives along with his sons,

Grmﬁamﬁhthm siengl ald ol i .and Timothy, all at home in Grand

m’im’m wife AU dmhhadms folir Forks; father, Fingal, N.D.; broth-
“I'm married to a guy who does mﬂnﬁm ﬁ?rmmpmhm 1::.“3&:

waymferﬁﬂwmmfﬂwm _ Olauson, Valley City, N.D.. and

- making,” Audrey told the Herald. 'y ln 0l Olivia Winkels, Valley

Mel also did “95 percent of the City, ND.

Eﬂﬂhn&"ﬁhﬂﬁm“emﬂm He was preceded in death by his

it therapy. mother, and a grandmother.
His cooking prowess didn’t go B Services: 2 p.m. Saturday in

unnoticed al Community High- Immanue! Lutheran Church,-

School. Whenever the school had Grand Forks.

 potlucks, Mr. O brought hotdishes B Visitation: 4 to 7 p.m. today,

“that he made himself. :
Melvin David Olauson was I:mrn"
- April 21, 1953, in Valley City ;

with a 7 p.m. prayer service, in
» Amundson Funeral Home, Grand
Forks. The family prefers memori-

_N.D., the son of Melvin J. and An.  alsto Grand Forks Community
'I'lﬂtlﬂ (Winkels) Olauson. He grew High School. -
" 'up and attended schools in Fingal, B Burlal: Memorial Park Ceme-

N.D., and graduated from high. . - tery, Grand Forks.



