| civic leader.

By Tony Lone Fight
Herald Statf Writer

A smrmy pohuman, a mmpassm— :

nate hoss and a mmpulswe worka-

“holic, Charles "Chuck” Goodmarn = |

died Wednesday, in Sun Lakes,
Ariz., where he stayed during the
mnter months. He was 65. :

-~ Goodman was a state senatof
rmm Grand Forks former owner
ui‘ Goodm&n s Furniture. store and

Earl Strinden, who served mth
Goodman in the Legislature, called
- him a “wonderful community.
_leader. He gave unselﬁshl;.- of htS
_time, talent and money to many -

f_ worthy enterprises. The commu— :
[ nity of Grand Forks is a far better -

place because Chuck Goodman
was there.” ' :
Services are tentatively set for

:__ 1:30 p.m. Wednesniay inU mled Lu~
~theran Church,

. Goodman was hnm in Mlnneap-

olis, the son of Lydia and Dewey

Goodman, and lived in Dawson,

N.D., for eight years before mov-
ing to Grand Forks in 1935. He
graduated from Central High

Schml and then joined the Army
in 1946 with friend-and Tellow
graduate, Bob Gilmour.

Gilmour recalled they were re-

_jected from the Army by mmtake; _
“He came over to me and and

 said *they don’t want us' and

science degree in 1949.
. They built a “dream home” on
'2-501 Olson Drive in Grand Forks
-in 1964. According to a June 1964

“ripped up our papers.” Gilmour

said. But it turned out to be a mis-
take, and the Army recalled the -
patr 1o aneapons

‘Much later in the:r lives, {xﬂod
man, after having bypass heart

surgery himself, “coached” Gil-

mour through his similar surgery.
“It really lifted my spirits” to

have him there, Gilmour said. =
After returning from Korea in

‘1947 as a corporal. he married =
‘Avonne Skarsbo June 12, 1948, in
Grand Forks. He graduated from

UND with a bachelor of business

Herald article, “the Goodmans
bought the land in 1959, and spent
five years daydreaming over house

_plans in magazines. There was an
_ornate wall-to-wall buflet 1615 feel

long custom-made from plans and

“desiens drawn io mateh the Gami-

5 i

bmlt lhe ﬂngmai (-oudman 5 -\:y
pliance store on South Washington
Street. “People said 1 was crazy
because there were lots of other
stores in town,! Goc-dman sald ina
1987 article. |

But the busmess wmeec!ed m’td

4 grew into a home furnishing store.

Gmdman added a store in Grafton,
N.D. Along the way, Goodman was
awarded two boss-of-the-year
awards: one from the, Grand F‘nrkq
Jaycees and the other from the
Twin Forks Chapter of the Na-
tional Secretaries Association.
Susan Szepelak, who was Good-
man’s credit sales manager for 15

1 years, said, “he was ajways cimng
' for other people.”

Through her personal fhm;]v
tragedy and a fire that destroyed
the Goodman's business, Szepelak
said Chuck Goodman was always
there. "How will people know
about all the good he has dnne in
this world?” she said. :
 Srepelak was dw.mated when
the original store burned down
Dec. 20, 1971.

*He stood beside mie lmkmg at
the mess and said, 'were gumg to
put it all back together. " And he
did, Szepelak said. The building
was built on'top of the Fnumiat:on
of the old building.

He sold the business in 1987 tu
sons Dan and Doug and longtime
employee Dean Fossum. =~

| Politics

Hegald fil i
Charles “Chuck" Guodman npu&a wlm ‘the I-Iurald abuul w!ndlnn_; .
' "down hls polmcal lite In tw ; b

"Chuck was an irit’ense compel- -
itor and an able advocate. Heand
1 had some very strong ongoing de- -
bates. espe{-laliy ovarosl and coal -

‘taxes.” Conrad said.

But, Conrad said, Gmclman was

- intelligent, did his homework and

cared deeply about doing a good
job.
“] respected Chuu:k Conrad
said, i
Smnden, who was Hnwae ma.mr- e
ity leader during Goodman's legis-
lative days, said Goodman was a_
fine legislator and was dedicated
to what was right for the citizens of
North Dakota. He brought busi-
ness experience to the Legislature .
and he was highly effective and re-
spected. and had a \wnderml per--.
sonality, Stnnden sau:l ;

Doing his cluic dlltv

- Goodman ibund Ume for other
t“Nt( activities, S S

He was chairman of the medical
park board, served on the United
Hospital board, was director of
Community National Bank and
was president of the Chamber of
Commerce. He was the director of -
the North Dakota affiliate ofthe =
American Diabetes Association, =
the Retail Association and the Na-
tional Appliance Dealem Amucla
tion S
' He was awarded the !{enry Ha-= |
“vig Award for commtmm leader-.
ﬁhlpm 1881, S ; i



‘long custom-made from plans and

~designs drawn to match the fami-

ly’s Spanish-style dinette sets
They had three children, Vicki

in 1951, Dan in 1953, and ]}nuglab

_in 1954

Later in life, Goodman was a f.h—

“tack.

degree, staying upbeat and active.
He wasn't going to let the&e heaith

problems slow hm'n d-:m n,' b!nrr _

'den saul

Buslnuu

Goodman's father uperaled

. Goodman Farm Electric, selling
farm generators, milking ma-

- chines, silos and other equtpm&nt ¥
When his father died in 1950, -
Goodman and his brother, Lene,
took over.

“He abwlulel:, ]wed life to a l’ull '

-Pnlltinu

(Groodman said he was pmudest
of his accomplishments in busi-
ness, but he is best known for his
political career. He was a Republi-
can senator from District 18 from

| 1 1972 10 1984, when he declined to
“abetic and at*-m sut‘['ered a heartat:

run for re-election. He was at the

1 center of state politics during his

eight vears as the chairman of the

Finance and Taxation Committee.
His styvle was often confronta-

tional. In 1982, he became em-

broiled in a fight against NSP ;md
| refused to pay his fuel bill. He *
| eventually paid his bill, but not be*

fore NSP shut off his power for a
month. He said NSP diseriminated
against Red River Valley custom-
ers by charging higher rates.
He also had a stormy relation-
ship with Sen. Kent Conrad, who
was the Demoeratic tax commis-
sioner when Goodman chaired Fi-

VIE Awanrd IDI‘ mmmumty I"EH{IIEI'- :

: bhl[l mn 1931

\Hinding duwn

When he decided not to seek an-
other term in 1984, he thanked leg-
islative colleagues, who “putup
with my stubborness when 1

wouldn't vote the way they = . .

wanted.” He said he decided not to
seek another re-election because it
was time for a new direction in his
life. He said he wasn't certain what -
direction that would be but, “when
I get done with this job, there ain't
gonna be a tie around my neck.”
Burial will be at Memorial Park
Cemetery. Arrangements are with
the Amundson Funeml Home,
Grand Forks. ;

The family preﬁa-ﬁ memnrmls

| these organizations: United Lu-

theran Church, UND Foundation,
American D:abetes and St +Feler




